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Fis-7 ta’ Mejju 1956, il-Parlament Malti ghadda l-ewwel ligi
ta’ sigurta socjali. Fis-sena 2006, id-Dipartiment tas-Sigurta
So¢jali organizza numru ta’ attivitajiet biex ifakkar dan I-
avveniment storiku. Minn dakinhar, din I-idea ntghogbot u
bagghet tkun organizzata ta’ kull sena u zviluppat f'dik li
llum tissejjah id-DSS Week li I-kulminu taghha tkun attivita
ghall-istaff kollu li llum saret id-DSS Celebration Day.

Din is-sena wkoll I-attivitajiet infirxu fuq gimgha shiha.
Bdejna nhar it-3 ta’ Mejju bl-oghti tad-demm - attivita
organizzata flimkien mal-Parlament ta’ Malta.

Fis-6 ta’ Mejju kellna t-thawwil ta’ sigar. Tajjeb nghidu li
mill-2006 sal-lum, id-Dipartiment hawwel ’l fugq minn 250
sigra.

Fis-7 ta’ Mejju kellna jum ta’ gharfien dwar is-sahha, fejn |-
istaff kellu I-opportunita jaghmel diversi testijiet b’xejn. Din
I-attivita se tirrepeti ruhha wkoll ghal dawk li ma setghux
jattendu minhabba d-dmirijiet taghhom.

Fit-8 ta’ Mejju, kellna l-inawgurazzjoni tas-sistema gdida
tad-dawl mal-faccata ta’ Palazzo Ferreria li tajjeb nghidu li
ghadu ghaddej il-process ta’ restawr fuqu.

Fid-9 ta’ Mejju, kellna jum ta’ hidma volontarja fil-creche
tas-Sorijiet Ursolini f'Tas-Sliema. Matul dan il-jum,
ipprezentajna wkoll lil dan I-istitut is-somma ta’ €500 li
ngabru waqt il-bejgh ta’ ponsjetti li kellna fil-Milied li
ghadda.

Fl-ahhar izda mhux lI-anqgas, nhar I-10 ta’ Mejju, kellna id-
DSS Celebration Day fejn l-istaff kollu iltaga’ f'lukanda
ewlenija. Wara li gie indirizzat mill-Ministru Dr. Michael
Falzon, mis-Segretarju Permanenti Mark Musu permezz ta’
messagg irrekordjat u mid-Direttur Generali Grazio Barbara,
l-istaff kellu zewg prezentazzjonijiet ferm edukattivi -
I-ewwel dwar ir-relazzjonijiet minn Dr. Nicholas Briffa u t-
tieni min-nutrizjonista, Sharon Vella. Imbaghad kien hemm
sezzjoni ta’ ezercizzji fizici. Fl-ahharnett, kulhadd ingabar
f'sala fejn l-istaff thallat flimkien waqt li kien divertit bil-
muzika pprovduta mill-band Sterjotipi u kellu ikla flimkien.
Is-sezzjoni tal-Events fi hdan id-Directorate Oprerations li
torganizza dawn l-attivitajiet u diversi ohrajn, tirringrazzja lil
kull min jaghti s-sapport tieghu biex dawn I-attivitajiet
ikunu success u jaghmlu l-istaff kburi bil-hidma fejjieda
tieghu.

Peter Miceli Saydon
Editur

TREE PLANT

CELEBRATING 6!




TIBET — THE ROOF OF THE WORLD

Tibet, the remote and mainly-Buddhist
territory known as ‘The Roof of the World’, is
an autonomous region of China. For
centuries this mysterious Buddhist kingdom,
locked away in its mountain stronghold of
the Himalaya, has wielded a unique hold on
the imagination of the West.

Introducing Tibet:

For many visitors, the highlights of Tibet will
be of a spiritual nature — magnificent
monasteries, prayer halls of chanting monks,
and remote cliffside meditation retreats.
Tibet’s pilgrims, from local grandmothers
murmuring mantras in temples heavy with
the aromas of incense and yak butter to hard-
core professionals walking or prostrating
themselves around Mt Kailash, are an
essential part of this experience. Tibetans
have a level of devotion and faith that seems
to belong to an earlier, almost medieval age.
It is fascinating, inspiring and endlessly
photogenic.

Tibet's other big draw is the ultimate beauty
of the highest plateau on earth. Geography
here is on a humbling scale and every view is
illuminated with spectacular mountain light.
Your trip will take you past glittering
turquoise lakes, across huge plains dotted
with yaks and nomads’ tents, and over high
passes draped with colourful prayer flags.
Hike past the ruins of remote hermitages,
stare open-mouthed at the north face of
Everest or make an epic overland trip along
some of the world’s roughest roads.
Whatever your interests, your lasting
memories of Tibet are likely to be of the
bottle of beer you shared in a teahouse, the
yak-butter tea offered by a monk in a remote
monastery or the picnic enjoyed with a
herding family on the shores of a remote
lake. Always ready with a smile, and with
great tolerance and openness of heart
despite decades of political turmoil and
hardship, the people truly make travelling in
Tibet a profound joy.

Top Experiences in Tibet:

In the historic centre of Lhasa be amazed by
the Jokhang Temple and the splendour of the
Dalai Lama’s Potala Palace, while walk the
monastery kora around the Barkhor pilgrim
circuit. Witness monks in debate at Sera
Monastery, and find a quiet spot in a prayer
hall full of chanting monks at Drepung and
Ganden monasteries.

In Shigatse visit Tashilhunpo Monastery seat
of the Panchen Lama and the eerie fortress-
like Sakya Monastery. Head to Gyantse
famed for the multi-storey chorten, and
Samye Monastery spectacularly sited along
the mighty Yarlung Tsangpo.

From Everest Base Camp and Rombuk, the
highest monastery in the world, experience
incomparable views of the immeasurable
North Face. Your trip will take you past the
sparkling sacred lakes of Namtso and
Yamdrok, and over mountain passes adorned
with prayer flags.

Spectacular scenery and encounters with one
of the world’s most fascinating cultures make
this a truly incredible experience. Tibet is
without doubt one of the most remarkable
places to visit in Asia.

Marvic Cordina DTTC
Boutique Travel Specialist

As a Boutique Travel Specialist, | specialize in
personalized itineraries and private small
groups to destinations across Asia, Latin
America, Southern Africa and Eastern Africa.
For more details, you can contact me at
marvic.cordina@traville.net




Ippjanar u Twettiq ghas-servizz tal-familja

Kull organizzazzjoni, privata u mhix, tghaddi
minn fazi ta’ tigdid biex tinghata impetu u nifs
gdid biex tibqa’ relevanti u tlahhaq mal-
kambjament li jkun ged jaghfas madwarha
minhabba sfidi godda fis-soéjeta jew xejriet
kompettitivi li jkunu feggew fis-swieq li tkun
topera fihom.

Dawk fit-tmexxija jgharralhom jekk jitnikkru
jew jinjoraw ir-rih u I-heffa tal-bidla ghaliex
jissograw li I-entita taghhom tiggamja u ssir
irrelevanti, bil-periklu li tfalli jew
finanzarjament inkella fil-missjoni taghha. L-
istorja turi li dagskemm kien hawn azjendi ta’
success li wagghu lura ghaliex stagnaw,
dagstant iehor kien hemm entitajiet li gharfu
jdawru l-isfidi f opportunajiet bis-sahha ta’
programmi ta’ rinnovament.

Harsa lura lejn kemm ili fit-tmun ta’ dan il-
Ministeru turini li ghalkemm l-imghoddi ma
ttraskurajniehx, gharafna nahsbu sew fil-gejjieni
billi fassalna u wettagna programmi u strategiji
biex nilqghu ghall-isfidi fis-so¢jeta Maltija u
jkollna servizzi socjali ahjar u sostenibbli. Bi
tnaqgqis fil-burokrazija fittixna li naghmluha
aktar fa¢li li kull minn haqqu jiehu servizz fil-
pront u kif inhu xieraq.

u Mejju dwar il-hidma tal-Ministeru tawni I-
opportunita li nixtarr u nwiezen dak li fassalna u
wettaqgna biex wasalna fejn wasalna.

Ghamilna diversi konsultazzjonijiet pubblici biex
naghrfu ahjar x’inhuma I-htigijiet u I-
aspirazzjonijiet u sawwarna strategiji u

programmi ta’ hidma f’diversi ogsma li jolqgtu I-
familji mill-vi¢in. Bdejna bil-politika strategika
biex jonqos il-fagar u tikber I-inkluzjoni socjali u
komplejna b’dawk dwar I-anzjanita attiva, id-
dimensja, id-drittijiet tal-persuni b’dizabilita, il-
protezzjoni u t-trobbija pozittiva tat-tfal u I-
adozzjoni. Hrigna wkoll strategija dwar is-
sostenibilita u I-adegwadezza tal-pensjonijiet. L-
ahhar konsultazzjoni li saret kienet dik dwar is-
suq tal-kera.

L-inizjattivi li nibtu gew infilzati fil-qafas tal-
hidma tal-Ministeru flimkien mal-proposti tal-
programmi socjali tal-Gvern. Minhabba I-
ispejjez involuti u I-firxa wiesgha tal-mizuri t-
twettiq taghhom ried isir fug medda ta’ snin,
fassalna pjan biex f’kull bagit tal-Gvern ressagna
mizuri biex naghtu spinta favur l-inkluzjoni
socjali u aktar familji jkollhom dhul finanzjarju
adegwat, u li f’kaz ta’ problemi u diffikultajiet
socjali, isibu kull ghajnuna mehtiega.

Biex wettagnihom in-nefqa globali tal-ministeru
kibret b’aktar minn €628m biex se nkunu ged
nersqu lejn nefqa totali ta’ €1.8bn, bl-akbar
zieda tmur fuq il-benefic¢ji tas-sigurta socjali, li
wahedhom din is-sena se jiswew aktar minn
biljun ewro.

Programm riformattiv

Fix-xoghol il-bniedem isib i¢-cavetta ta’ ghajxien
ahjar u dinjita u ghalhekk fittixna li nghinu lil
dawk f’riskju ta’ faqar biex jinfatmu mid-
dipendenza fuq il-beneficcji socjali. Dan sar
permezz ta’ programm riformattiv imsejjes fuq il-
principju li bix-xoghol jagbillek — Making Work
Pay. ll-mizuri ewlenin kienu dawk tat-tapering
u tal-In-Work Benefit, li flimkien mal-iskema tac-
Childcare b’xejn, kellhom impatt gawwi fit-
tnaqgqis tal-gghad, fl-ghadd akbar ta’ nisa li dahlu
fid-dinja tax-xoghol u fit-tnaqqis ta’ persuni
f'riskju ta’ fagar jew eskluzjoni socjali.

Is-success u s-siwi tal-mizuri nghataw gharfien
mill-Assocjazzjoni Internazzjonali dwar is-Sigurta
Socjali (ISSA) bl-ghoti ta’ Certifikat ta’ Mertu
b’Referenza Specjali f’konkors internazzjonali
dwar progetti soc¢jali. Ghall-premjazzjoni li saret
f'Baku I-Azerbaijan telghu d-Direttur Generali
ghas-Sigurta Socjali Grazio Barbara u d-Direttur
ghall-Osservanza tal-Beneficc¢ji George Cremona



li barra li r¢cievew l-unur f’isem il-Ministeru taw
prezentazzjoni dwar kif tmexxa I-pakkett ta’
mizuri u r-rizultati miksuba fosthom it-tnaqqis
ta’ aktar minn 50 fil-mija fl-ghadd ta’ dawk li
jghixu fuq I-ghajnuna sogjali.

It-tnaqqis gawwi fl-ghadd ta’ benefi¢jari
b’rizultat tal-mizuri, f'erba’ snin issarraf fi
ffrankar ta’ aktar minn €41m fin-nefqa fuq I-
ghajnuna so¢jali. Dawn ma jinkludux il-madwar
€4m ohra fis-sena li jigu ffrankati mix-xoghol
siewi li jsir mid-Direttorat ghall-Osservanza tal-
Benefic¢ji fil-hidma tieghu kontra I-abbuz. Dawn
il-flus mhux qed jintilfu izda qed iservu biex
inwettqu mizuri b’risq persuni b’dizabilita,
pensjonanti u anzjani li jibqghu jghixu fi
djarhom.

Pensjonanti u anzjani

Fil-qasam tal-anzjani wettagna ’l fug minn 70
mizura ta’ fejda, l-aktar billi Zidna I-pensjonijiet
ta’ eluf ta’ pensjonanti kemm kontributorji u
mhumiex. Barra minn hekk ghaddej ezercizzju
importanti biex nirrevedu pensjonijiet tal-irtirar
u tar-romol f’sintonija ma’ titjib li jkun sehh fi
ftehim kollettiv ghall-impjegati fis-servizz
pubbliku, fis-settur pubbliku u dak privat. S’issa
gew miflija ’l fuq minn 65,000 kaz abbazi ta' 50
ftehim kolletiv. B’rizultat ta’ dan, tjiebu I-
pensjonijiet spe¢jalment ta’ dawk il-persuni fuq
rati baxxi u mediji.

ll-politika tal-Ministeru dwar l-anzjanita hija
mmirata biex, kemm jista’ jkun, I-anzjani jibqghu
jghixu fil-komunita. Ghal dan il-ghan hlogna
assistenza finanzjarja ghal anzjani li jimpjegaw
maghhom persuna, full time jew part time, biex
tghinhom jibgghu jghixu f'darhom filwaqt li
tejjibna I-hlasijiet u I-kundizzjonijiet ta’ dawk il-
persuni li jikkuraw lil grabathom fir-residenza
taghhom permeazz tar-riforma fl-Allowance tal-
Carers.

Id-Dipartiment ghall-Anzjanita Attiva u Kura fil-
Komunita kabbar il-firxa tas-servizzi fil-komunita
biex ikun ta’ aktar sostenn mal-anzjani li jaghzlu
jkomplu jgattghu hajjithom fl-ambjent li kibru
fih. Madwar 3,400 familja u kwazi 24,000
persuna jinqgdew regolarment b’dawn is-servizzi,
fosthom bit-tqassim ta’ ikel fid-djar u bis-servizz
ta’ ghajnuna fid-dar permezz tal-iskemi tal-Home

Help u Meals on Wheels.

Minkejja dan, xorta tibga’ taghfas id-domanda
minn anzjani li jfittxu kenn fi djar residenzjali.
Biex nilqghu ghaliha f’"dawn irdoppjana I-ghadd
ta’ sodod fi djar tal-Gvern, f'San Vin¢enz de Paul
u fi djar privati u tal-Knisja, fejn il-gvern jixtri s-
sodod. ll-pjan huwa li nkomplu nziedu I-ghadd
ta’ sodod, inkluz f’'San Vinc¢enz de Paul fejn tajna
bidu ghal progett ta’ bini ta’ swali biex inkunu
nistghu nikkuraw 500 persuna ohra mal-1,100
anzjan u anzjana b’dipendenza gholja li diga
hemm fir-residenza. B’zieda ma’ dan ghaddej
programm intensiv ta’ rinovar f'ghadd ta’ swali
gewwa San Vincenz.

Familji u tfal

Hsibna wkoll fl-ulied li huma I-generazzjoni ta’
ghada ghaliex tfal imrobbija f"ambjent familjari
stabbli u sod jitrawmu f’¢ittadini li jemmnu
fihom infushom u jkunu kapaci jimxu ’l quddiem
fil-hajja.

Fost il-mizuri li wettagna favur it-tfal u I-familji
taghhom, kien hemm iz-zidiet fi¢-Children’s
Allowance u fl-ghajnuna li tinghata lil foster
carers. Lil dawn il-carers ged nahsbu biex
naghtuhom id-dritt li jaddottaw it-tfal wara
numru ta’ snin taht il-harsien taghhom.

Ghal dawk il-koppji li jmorru f’pajjizi ohra biex
jaddottaw l-uliedhom ged naghtuhom ghajnuna
sa massimu ta’ €10,000 biex ikopru l-ispejjez
taghhom.

Ghaddejja wkoll hidma kbira mill-Fondazzjoni
ghas-Servizzi ta’ Harsien Socjali u kif ukoll |-
implimentazzjoni tal-Istrategija ghal Trobbija
Pozittiva tat-Tfal.

Persuni b’Dizabilita

L-impenn favur il-persuni b’dizabilta huwa fil-
gofol tal-politika so¢jali tal-Ministeru. Wettaqgna
diversi mizuri li ghamlu differenza fil-hajja ta’
dawn il-persuni, b’mod partikulari billi kattarna
l-opportunitajiet ta’ xoghol permezz ta’ in¢entivi
fiskali u ta’ ezenzjoni mill-hlas tas-sigurta socjali
lil min ihaddem biex jimpjegaw persuni
b’dizabilita. Barra minn hekk giet infurzata ligi
biex 2% ta’ haddiema fl-azjendi jkunu persuni
b’dizabilita.

Bis-sahha ta’ dan kollu, mijiet ta’ persuni



b’dizabilita sabu ghajxien indipendenti. lllum
kwazi nofs ta’ dawk li jiehdu I-Assistenza ghal
Dizabilita jinsabu fid-dinja tax-xoghol.

Ghal dawk li bl-ebda mod ma jistghu johorgu
jahdmu permezz ta’ riforma hlogna I-Assistenza
Mizjuda ghal Dizabilita Severa biex huma wkoll
ikollhom dhul xieraq. Fi tliet snin il-benefi¢jarji
ta’ din l-assistenza resqin lejn is-600 fejn id-dhul
ta’ dawn zdiedu b’aktar minn €2,500 fis-sena.
Fil-pass li u jmiss, huma ser jiehdu zieda ohra
biex b’hekk l-assistenza li jircievu tkun fl-istess
livell tal-Paga Minima Nazzjonali netta. Ghal
familji ta’ 1,400 tifel u tifla taht is-16-il sena li
jsofru xi forma ta’ dizabilita fizika jew
intellettwali ghollejna mill-gdid I-allowance li
jithallsu fil-gimgha.

Sawwarna Politika Nazzjonali dwar id-Drittijiet
tal-Persuni b’Dizabilita li I-ghan ahhari taghha
huwa li mhux biss ittejjeb il-kwalita tal-hajja ta’
dawn il-persuni u tal-familji taghhom izda wkoll
tizgura li jigu ttrattati daqs persuni ohra. F'dan
il-kuntest bnejna katina ta’ djar f'diversi
lokalitajiet bhala parti mill-progett Soéjeta Gusta
ntiz biex jaghti l-opportunita lill-persuni
b’dizabilita jghixu hajja indipendenti fil-
komunita.

Tnaqqis fil-fagar

Impenn ewlieni tal-programm sog¢jali li qed
nimplimentaw flimkien huwa li nnaqqsu I-fagar
fostna. ll-mizuri u l-inizjattivi li hadna hallew
impatt fug in-numru ta’ nies f’riskju ta’ faqar jew
eskluzjoni socjali. Skont I-ahhar cifri tal-Eurostat
bejn 1-2013 u 1-2017 I-ghadd ta’ persuni f'riskju
ta’ fagar sena wara ohra nizel b’mod konsistenti
minn 102,000 ghal 87,000.

Ir-rata ta’ dawk im¢ahhda materjalment u
severament flI-2017 kienet ta’ 3 fil-mija - terz tar-
rata flI-2013 u nofs tal-medja Ewropeja meta
minn 43,000 nizzilnihom ghal 14,000.

Dan it-titjib jimlina b’kuragg u herqa li nissoktaw
nippjanaw u nwettqu biex aktar nies ikomplu
jitbieghdu mill-faqgar.

Housing

Dagskemm huwa dritt fundamentali tal-bniedem
li jkollu ghajxien dicenti, dagstant iehor huwa

dritt li familja jkollha saqaf fuq rasha.
F’dan il-gasam, l-izvilupp ekonomiku fil-pajjiz

ganqal realtijiet godda minhabba domanda
akbar ghal kiri ta’ postijiet u prezzijiet oghla tal-
propjeta. Biex nilqgghu ghalihom I-Awtorita tad-
Djar, fost skemi ohra, irdoppjat il-beneficéju fuq
il-kera fuq residenzi mikrija mill-privat u ser
tghin finanzjarjament persuni ta’ ‘l fuq minn 40
sena li jsibu diffikultajiet biex jixtru proprjeta
wara li jkun falla z-zwieg taghhom.

Biex jitwarrbu l-incertezzi fis-suq tal-kiri ged
jithejjew regolamenti bil-ghan li tinholoq
stabbilita u tizdied it-trasparenza fir-relazzjoni
bejn il-kerrej u s-sid.

Fl-istess waqt biex I-Awtorita tkun aktar
f'gaghda li tissodisfa t-talba ghall-
akkommodazzjoni socjali gie varat progett
estensiv ta’ bini ta’ 1,700 unit gdid f'diversi
lokalitijiet.

Simplifikazzjoni

Parripassu mat-titjib fil-benefic¢ji u s-servizzi,
aggornajna u ssimplifikajna I-process
amministrattiv biex i¢-Cittadini jingedew ahjar u
bil-kumdita. U biex jonqos l-iskarigg u nkunu
egreb tac-c¢ittadin, barra s-servizz li naghtu mill-
ufficcji distrettwali geghdin prezenti wkoll
f'hames ¢entri regjonali u fi¢-Centru Servizz
Familja fil-Furjana bhala parti mill-progett
servizz.gov.

Filwaqt li thaffef ix-xoghol amministattiv u kibret
l-effi¢jenza, eluf ta’ familji u persuni bbenefikaw
mill-programm ta’ simplifikazzjoni b’7 mobile
services godda, 7 benefit calculators, 96 E-form u
45 mizura ta’ simplifikazzjoni f'6 snin.

Konkluzjoni

Din kienet biss harsa hafifa lejn il-hidma kbira li
wettagna u ghadna nwettqu lkoll flimkien,
hidma ppjanata u mahsuba primarjament biex
tkun ta’ sostenn ghall-pensjonanti u dawk I-aktar
vulnerabbli, izda mhux biss. Hidma ggwidata
mill-erba’ pilastri tas-servizzi ta’ kwalita — il-vugi,
id-disinn, il-pakkett u I-kontabilita. Hidma li qed
issarraf f’aktar titjib ghall-klijenti primarji taghna
— il-familji Maltin u Ghawdxin. Ta’ dan minn
galbi nghid grazzi lilkom il-haddiema kollha li
tahdmu f’dan il-Ministeru hekk kbir.

Mark Musu
Segretarju Permanenti fil-Ministeru ghall-
Familja, Drittijiet tat-Tfal u Solidarjeta Socjali



Lejn generazzjoni
kiesha

Tonio Bonello, Gurnalist u Opinjonist

Filmat li rajt ftit ilu hallieni bla kliem. Fil-
Gappun, tifel ta’ bejn tlieta u erba’ snin li
kien ghaddej m’ommu fuq bankina, hi
miexja u hu fuq tricycle. F'hin minnhom,
sakemm l-omm dawret wi¢cha n-naha I-
ohra, dan it-tifel iddecieda li jinzel mill-
bankina u erhilha ghal nofs it-trig b’kemm
jimxi fuq din ir-rota.

Din mhix xi ¢ajta. It-triq kienet high-way
Gappuniza. Fl-eqqel tat-traffiku. L-ghajjat
tal-omm ma sewa ta’ xejn ghaliex it-tifel
iddecieda li jibga’ ghaddej gisu mhux hu
minn karreggjata ghall-ohra ta’ din il-high-
way immensa.

Interessanti kienet ir-reazzjoni tas-
sewwieqa. Hadd. Proprju hadd minnhom
ma hass xi xokk ghal dak li kien qed jigri
quddiemhom. Sempliciment resqu lejn genb
jew iehor, inkella wagfu ghal xi hin sakemm
it-tifel baga’ ghaddej minn quddiemhom fi
trigtu. U jekk hu kompla fi trigtu (li Zzgur ma
kienx jaf) dawn is-sewwieqa komplew fi
trigthom bhal li kieku xejn m’hu xejn!
B’miraklu u xejn angas minn miraklu, it-tifel
kompla jdur u jaghqad madwar il-karozzi
ghaddejjin sakemm wiehed pulizija li nzerta
kien ghaddej, waqqaf vettura li t-tifel dak il-
hin inzerta quddiemha, gabar lit-tifel u r-rota
tieghu u hadhom fugq il-bankina. L-istorja
giet fi tmiem tajjeb. lzda setghet spiccat fl-
akbar tragedja!

ll-gofol ta’ dan il-kummentarju
mhux l-aktar biex niffokka dwar
dan it-tifel innocenti. U lanqas
dwar I-omm. lzda dwar il-kultura
Gappuniza. Dawk I-ghexieren ta’
sewwieqa li dak il-hin inzertaw ged
isuqu flimkien mat-tifel, fil-high-
way.

Fost dawn is-sewwieqa, nistaqgsi,
possibbli ma kien hemm hadd li
ghandu t-tfal u li allura ma
hassewx jew bassrux li
tragedja kbira setghet tigri
minn mument ghall-
iehor?... Fost dawn is-
sewwieqa ma kien

hemm hadd li ta I-ewwel attenzjoni,
prijorita lil dan it-tifel fdaqgstant periklu,
aktar milli hassew li kellhom ikomplu fi
trigthom u jkomplu b’hajjithom bhal li kieku
ma raw xejn?...

Fost din il-kultura nghid jien, allura I-
bniedem sar daqgstant kiesah minn gewwa,
tant passiv, aljenat, bla qalb, ruh, kuxjenza li
jdawwar wiccu n-naha l-ohra quddiem
sitwazzjoni tali?...

Qbaijt nahseb aktar... Ftakart li kull meta xi
hadd mill-familja mar sal-Ingilterra ghal xi
jiem, dawn dejjem gew jirrakuntaw dwar
din il-kultura kiesha li sabu tilgaghhom fl-
Ingilterra. Kiesha mhux necessarjament il-
karattru tal-persuna kiesah. Kiesah
hawnhekk infisser, persuna li tigi taga’ u
tqum.

Mhux l-ewwel darba li smajt rakkonti ta’
Maltin f'toroq ewlenin ta’ Londra jaraw xi
anzjan jew anzjana jaqghu mal-art u
kulhadd jibga’ ghaddej minn hdejhom
litteralment gishom ma raw xejn. Jew
persuna li qed tisfa’ misruqa, inkella xi tifel
li ghandu persuni ged jigru warajh, u hadd
ma jaghti kas.
U dan kollu ma jfakkarniex sempli¢iment fil-
kultura Ingliza, Gappuniza u tant ohrajn.
Dan kollu jfakkarni f’dawn il-gzejjer stess.
Iva, forsi mhux f'dan |-estrem. lzda f'gieh
Alla l-imbierek, jekk intkom issuqu fit-trig
bhali, mhux ged tinnutaw kultura fejn
donnha spiccat l-etika, is-solidarjeta, is-sens
li néedu biex jghaddi haddiehor!... Mhux
ged tinnotaw li kwazi, bil-kemm fuq zebra-
crossing, sewwieqa saru jieqfu biex jghaddu
ghan-naha l-ohra persuni, anke jekk dawn
jinzertaw tfal jew anzjani?...
Mehtieg nergghu nibdew naghtu lura s-sens
ta’ valur tal-bniedem, tal-persuna, tal-hajja.
Jekk le, ekonomikament nistghu
naghmlu hafna progress,
_izda le, ma nkunux qed
¥ nimxu bl-istess gies mar-
rispett li ghandu jkollna lejn
xulxin, bniedem lejn I-
iehor. Jekk il-mixja’l
quddiem ma
tkunx holistika,
jista’ jkollok poplu
sinjur kemm trid fil-
flus, pero dagstant
iehor fqir fis-sens
uman, altruist u ta’
solidarjeta.



XEWQAT

Kemm nixtieq li nghix go dinja
Fejn il-mard ma jezistix
Fejn il-gwerra hi biss hrafa
Dan l-inkwiet kollu ghaliex?

Kemm nixtieq li nghix go dinja
Fejn il-mewt ma zzurx it-tfal
Fejn il-bombi ma jinzlux fughom
Ghalfejn iduqu dan l-imrar?

Kemm nixtieq li nghix go dinja
Fejn kulur il-gilda ma jimpurtax
Fejn I-ghajnejn blu u dawk kannella
Jaraw l-imhabba minn kullhadd.

Lawrence
Zammit

Josephine Tonna
Uffi¢¢ju Distrettwali tar-Rabat

Lawrence Zammit

Lawrence Zammit, izjed maghruf ma’
kulhadd bhala Wenzu, ilu jahdem mal-Gvern
ta’ Malta mill-1979, jigifieri 40 sena.

Dejjem hadem ta’ xufier. Fosthom jiftakar meta kien jidhol quddiem
Ministru partikolari u dan kien jitolbu
jaghmillu te jew kafé. U Wenzu kien
jaghmillu te jekk jitolbu kafé u kafé jekk

Bhala xufier kien jahdem f’diversi
dipartimenti u entitajiet.

Uhud minnhom huma Kastilja, mal-Uffi¢cju jitolbu te. U darba fost I-ohrajn minnhom,
tal-Kabinett, mal-Ambaxxata ta’ Malta fil- Dan il-Ministru ma felahx izjed u qal lil
Libja, mal-Industrija, mal-Foreign Office, Wenzu biex ma jersaqlux izjed lejn I-uffi¢éju
mal-Finanzi, mal-Public Works u f' dawn I- tieghu.

ahhar snin mal-Uffi¢¢ju tal-Permanent
Secretary fil-Ministeru tal-Familja, Drittijiet
tat-Tfal u Solidarjeta Sog¢jali.

Wenzu huwa supporter kbir tat-tim ingliz tal-
futbol ta’ Manchester United.

Wenzu huwa mizzeweg u ghandu tlett itfal. Ihobb |S|fefer u zar hafna .ITII"-Ibhet Ewropej
bhal Barcelona, Ruma, ecc.
Wenzu gatt ma jiftakar li kellu nkwiet fix-

xoghol tieghu. Grazzi kbira lil Wenzu u nawgurawlu izjed

snin ta’ hidma u li jakkwista dak kollu li
Li jiftakar Wenzu huma xi praspar li kellu tixtieq qalbu.
matul il-hidma tieghu.



Support Groups for Siblings of Persons with
Disability

In adherence with the Agency’s holistic and
person-centred approach, the Sapport Social
Worker Services facilitate support groups for
adults who have a sibling with a disability.
The support group gives the opportunity to
siblings of persons with disability to share
their experiences and feelings. The agenda of
these sessions includes imparting information
regarding various topics of interest related to
disability and supporting a sibling with
disability.

These support groups are evidence of the
loving concern for the family member who
will have the longest-lasting relationship with
a person who has a disability. For the people
who attend, these sessions are very fruitful
events where they will meet other siblings,
usually for the first time, have fun, laugh, talk
about the good and challenging parts of
having a sibling who has a disability, learn
something about the services their brother /
sister receives, and evaluate matters for the
future. The sessions are organised by a group
of Social Workers who work in the disability
sector.

Apart from mutual support and sharing of
experiences, a number of topics are covered
and guests speakers are also invited to
provide more knowledge on specific topics.
Some of the subjects tackled include the
siblings’ feelings, the impact on their life

decisions and

planning for the '

future in view of the

services available as

well as the various SA P P U RT
legal implications

regarding disability.

These workshops can be beneficial for the
individual who attends, but they are not
therapy. This workshop model takes a wellness
perspective. They are truly a way of how to
evaluate and celebrate the many lifelong
contributions made by the family nucleus, in
particular brothers and sisters, of persons with
disability.

Following the positive feedback given by the
participants of the previous groups, the Agency
is currently planning to coordinate another
group starting in summer 2019. The maximum
number is of 20 participants and it is on a first-
come first-served basis. Session details will be
communicated to the applicants.

Any person who is a sibling of a person with
disability, is over 18 years of age and is
interested to benefit from these workshops can
contact Agenzija Sapport on 22568000 or visit
the Workshops section on the Agency’s website
www.sapport.gov.mt for further information
and a copy of the application form. These
workshops are free of charge!

Agenzija Sapport also provides a number of
services and schemes for persons with
disability. Follow us on Facebook for regular
updates about the Agency.

J I'SSA Good Practice Award for Europe 2019
rrtificates of Merit with Special Mention
from the Jury

In 2014, the Government of Malta enacted a host of active labour

market policies termed “Making work pay”, with the aim of

boosting the potential of the Maltese economy, reducing welfare
dependency by incentivising inactive or unemployed persons to
work and, in the process, enabling Maltese citizens at large to
enjoy a higher standard of living.
1 This was recognized earlier this year, by the International Social
. Security Association (ISSA). During the month of May 2019, Grazio
Barbara and George Cremona received in the name of the Ministry
for the Family, Childre’s Rights and Social Security the certificate of
merit in Baku, Azerbaijan.
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Cold

How do you prevent a
Summer cold?
Catch it in the Winter!

Traffic
lights

Q: Whendoyougo “
at red and stop at
green?

A: When you're
eating a watermelon.

TheBeach

Our first day at a

\7

f ) ) resort my wife and |
decided to hit the

beach. When | went
back to our room to
get something to
drink, one of the hotel maids
was making our bed. |
grabbed my cooler and was
on my way out when | paused
and asked, "Can we drink
beer on the beach?" "Sure,"
she said, "but | have to finish
the rest of the rooms
beforehand."

Letter Carrier

Teacher: Johnny, —
please use the words
“letter carrier” in a
sentence.

Johnny: Yes, ma’am.
“My dad said that
after seeing how many
things my mom was
bringing on vacation,
he would rather letter carrier
own luggage.”




Chocolate Chip Banana Bread

Ingredients

1 cup vegetable oil

1 & % cups flour

1 cup sugar

1 teaspoon baking soda

% teaspoon salt

2 eggs, lightly beaten

3 bananas, mashed (1 cup mashed bananas)
1 cup chocolate chips

Method

Preheat the oven to 190°C.

Grease and flour a 20 centimetre by 12
centimetre loaf tin (you can use baking
spray).

In a large bowl, whisk together the flour,
sugar, baking soda and salt.

Mix in the oil, bananas and eggs.

Stir in the chocolate chips. Do not over mix.
Pour into the prepared tin.

Bake until a toothpick inserted in the centre
comes out clean, about 60 to 80 minutes.
Cool the loaf in the tin for 10 minutes.
Then, turn out and let cool completely, right
side up.

Note

This is a classic banana bread - moist and full
of chocolate chips.

It is a great way to use the overripe bananas.
It also freezes well, wrapped in foil for up to
3 months.

As for the measure in cups, as long as you
use the same cup, you will get a good result.




